
The City of St. Albert’s Green Organics Cart Program 

1. The Province of Alberta and the City of St. Albert are strongly encouraging citizens to use the 

green organics cart collection system.  The City of St. Albert sent a letter in late December to 

all Homeowners on this matter.  Some residents were concerned about this decision.  The 

Board worked with the City of St. Albert, Public Operations, Waste and Diversion Services to 

address members' concerns and learn more about the City of St. Albert’s green organics cart 

program. 
 

2. In the letter, the City of St. Albert indicates that more than half of what St. Albert residents 

throw away can be composted instead of sent to the landfill.  A 2022 St. Albert Residential 

Curbside Waste Composition Study showed that, on average: 
 

• 55 per cent of household waste is organics 

• 11 per cent is recycling 

• 34 per cent is garbage 
 

3. When organics go to the landfill, they decompose and create methane gas, which is about 28 

times more harmful than carbon dioxide (CO₂).  By using your green cart, you help reduce 

harmful greenhouse gases and protect our environment.  
 

4. If compostable bags are used, the packaging must show that the bags are certified as 

compostable.  
 

5. The City of St. Albert has instructions on how to create a liner for food scraps containers out of 

newspaper on their website: https://stalbert.ca/site/assets/files/2515/env-waste-origamiliner-

handout-web.pdf.  Otherwise using no liner at all is a great option. 
 

6. Green carts are collected weekly from April - October, which allows for food waste to be 

removed more often.  From November to March, green carts are collected bi-weekly. 
 

7. The City of St. Albert has a Curbside Waste Education Program where you can find information 

about the inspection of carts and blue bags. 
 

8. The City of St. Albert will charge all property owners a fee for the organics collection program. 

If you decide not to use a green organics cart, the monthly organics fee will still apply.  
 

9. Property owners will receive the standard size 120-litre cart.  If you wanted the 240-litre cart, 

you would have had to let Public Works know by January 31st.  The 80-litre cart is not available 

for the green organics cart. 
 

10. Our HOA Restrictive Covenant requires us to store brown garbage and green organics carts in 

our garages. 
 

11. Using the green organics cart could help you to reduce the size of your current brown garbage 

cart, saving a few dollars and garage space. 

The City of St. Albert’s goal is for everyone to embrace usage of their green organics cart because it 

will decrease the amount of waste going to the landfill and will help St. Albert to achieve our 

commitments in environmental responsibility and sustainability.  We all need to make good choices 

regarding our waste footprint. 

https://stalbert.ca/site/assets/files/2515/env-waste-origamiliner-handout-web.pdf
https://stalbert.ca/site/assets/files/2515/env-waste-origamiliner-handout-web.pdf


The letter from the City of St. Albert, Public Operations, Waste and Diversion Services is full of 

information and indicates that we will receive our green organics cart and with it, a tool kit.  The tool 

kit will include information about how to place your cart and sort your organics. 

The City of St. Albert, Public Operations, indicated that the green organics carts will start being 

delivered by summer students in late May 2026. 

The City of St. Albert provides resources in using the waste collection system: 

https://stalbert.ca/home/waste/collection/organics/ 

There is also a Be-Waste-Wise-App:  

 

Download the mobile App 

Never miss your garbage, recycling and green organics collection day again! 

Get reminders by email, phone call, text message or Twitter!  

Not sure where an item goes? Click on What Goes Where? for sorting tips. 

You can download the App for your specific platform by following the corresponding link: 

   

https://stalbert.ca/home/waste/collection/organics/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=net.recollect.stalbertab.waste
https://itunes.apple.com/app/id1303569367


For the Green Organics Composting Cart  
Acceptable Unacceptable 

Certified compostable bags Clothes and textiles 

Bread and baked goods, soiled 
 parchment paper, paper plates 

Garbage 

Coffee grounds, coffee filters, tea 
 bags,  tea leaves 

Single use to-go cups (e.g. coffee 
 cups) 

Cooled and solidified grease Hazardous materials 

Pasta and rice Plastic bags, wrap or wrappers 

Eggs and eggshells, dairy products Electronics 

Facial tissue, napkins, paper towels,  
 dryer lint, hair 

Hot and cold ashes 

Flours, grains, and dough Pet waste 

Fruit and vegetable peels Sod and dirt 

Grass, leaves, yard waste (branches, 
 flowers, plants, pumpkins, etc) 

"Biodegradable" or "Compostable" 
 utensils and take-out containers 

Meat products and bones 

 

Paper food containers and soiled & 
 greasy pizza boxes 

 

Sauces and condiments but not the 
 container 

 

Shredded paper (loose) 

 

Wood chips, tooth picks, popscicle 
 sticks 

 

 

https://stalbert.ca/home/utilities/resources-education/fats-oils-and-grease/
https://stalbert.ca/home/waste/locations/recycling-depot/hazardous-waste/

